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17.	 WORD STUDY SYSTEM  
The NLT Study Bible includes a word study system  
in the cross-reference column. Because the NLT is  
a dynamic translation, a particular word in Greek  
or Hebrew is not always translated the same way,  
but is translated in a manner that is appropriate for  
the context. This makes word studies richer and more 
productive, because the range of meaning for a 
particular Greek or Hebrew word becomes very clear, 
and it is easier to avoid common misunderstandings 
about what the word means.
   There are word studies for 100 Hebrew words and 
100 Greek words. For each word, the editors have 
included enough occurrences to illustrate the range  
of meanings for that word. Each occurrence is 
indicated in the NLT text with a superscript letter  
(a, b, c, etc.). The same superscript letter occurs in  
the cross-reference column under that verse. After 
the superscript letter the Hebrew or Greek word is 
given, followed by a reference number that matches 
the glossary at the back and many widely available 
study tools, such as Strong’s Concordance. On the next 
line is a chain-reference link to the next highlighted 
occurrence of the word. The word study system  
thus opens up a whole world of Greek and Hebrew 
word study.

Each occurrence is indicated in  
the NLT text with a superscript  
letter (a, b, c, etc.). 
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18.	CHARTS
Charts organize textual information into a form that  
is easy to understand quickly.

19.	MAPS
Maps throughout the study materials visualize the 
events and places mentioned in the text of Scripture.

VISUAL AIDS 
If a picture is worth a thousand 
words, the NLT Study Bible has 
tens of thousands of words’ worth 
of visual information. These visual 
aids include maps, timelines, 
illustrations, charts, and diagrams. 
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22.	 ILLUSTRATIONS
Illustrations help visualize objects that might be 
difficult to imagine without a picture. For example, 
the illustration of Noah’s Ark shows just how big 
that floating storage box was and how much it was 
able to hold. 

21.	 TIMELINES
Timelines show when in history various events took 
place and how they relate to other events in the Bible 
and in the surrounding world. The Bible is a record 
of history, and it is fascinating and stimulating to see 
just how the events of the Bible fit into recorded history 
as known from the surrounding cultures.

20.	DIAGRAMS
Diagrams organize information 
visually in order to show 
relationships. For example,  
the genealogy of Terah, 
Abraham’s father, helps sort 
out the relationships among 
many of the people who play  
a role in the book of Genesis.
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